ROYAL BRITISH LEGION FESTIVAL OF REMEMBRANCE 2026

PROGRAMME

ENTRY OF THE STANDARDS

Representative Standard Bearers | Royal British Legion

Cadet Banner Bearers Sea Cadet Corps Banner; Combined Cadet Force
Banner; Army Cadet Force Banner; Air Training

Corps Banner

Ex-service Associations’ Standard Bearers Royal Naval Association; Royal Air Forces Association;
Royal Marines Association; Royal Army Medical

Corps Association; Royal Military Police Association;
National Gulf Veterans and Families Association;

National Malaya and Borneo Veterans Association
PLEASE STAND

ARRIVAL OF THEIR MAJESTIES THE KING AND
QUEEN CONSORT

Royal Fanfare | The State Trumpeters under the direction of
Trumpet Major Simon Hicks

PLEASE BE SEATED
PLACES OF REMEMBRANCE
Music Performance | Tom Odell performs When | Close My Eyes
PLEASE STAND

ENTRANCE OF THE IN-PENSIONERS FROM THE ROYAL
HOSPITAL CHELSEA

Music | The Boys of the Old Brigade
PLEASE BE SEATED
FAMILIES REFLECT ON DEPLOYMENT

Poem Where The Wind Commands, written and recited by
Harriet, a child of an Armed Forces family

Music Performance | The Bands of HM Royal Marines Portsmouth (the Royal
Band) and Collingwood perform Heart of Courage

THE IRAQ WAR

Blueys from Iraq Letters from Armed Forces personnel serving in
Op TELIC, recited by our guest actors

Irag Remembrance, 179 Lights | Entrance of Service Personnel
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TRIBUTE TO THE BEREAVED

In Remembrance Private Lee Paul Ellis, 2nd Battalion
The Parachute Regiment

PLEASE STAND
Entrance of the Bereaved Families | The Bach Choir performs Good Night, Dear Heart
PLEASE BE SEATED

Music Performance | Alfie Boe performs Run with The Band of the
Royal Air Force Regiment

OPERATIONS IN BOSNIA

Film Reflections by Corporal Paul Dobson MC,
Professor Captain Paula Holt MBE DL and
Lance Corporal Chris Martell

DRUM LAYING
Music Performance | Mica Paris performs Bridge Over Troubled Water
MUSTER

Muster: The Royal Navy | 1700 Naval Air Squadron; 40 & 48 Commando Royal
Marines; 825 Naval Air Squadron; Engineering Training
Squadron; HMS Ceres; HMC Collingwood; HMS Eaglet;
HMS Forward; HMS King Alfred; HMS Nelson;

HMS President; HMS Submarine; HMS Vivid;

Joint Hospital Group; Mine Counter Measures;

RN Air Station Culdrose; RN Air Station Yeovilton;
Warfare Training Squadron; QARNNS; Royal Marines
Commando Training Centre; Royal Naval & Royal
Marine Reserves; Royal Fleet Auxiliary

Muster: The Army | 1st Battalion The Royal Gurkha Rifles; The King’s
Gurkha Orderly Officers; 1st Battalion Grenadier
Guards; F Company Scots Guards; 3 & 5 Military
Intelligence Battalions; 3 Regiment Royal Military
Police; RAMS; 71 (City of London) Yeomanry Signal
Regiment; 106 (Yeomanry) Regiment Royal Artillery

Muster: The Royal Air Force 120 Squadron RAF; King’s Colour Squadron; 1846
Squadron RAF Air Cadets; 2620 Squadron RAuxAF;
3614 Squadron RAuxAF; 4624 Squadron RAuxAF;
501 Squadron RAuxAF; 605 Squadron RAuxAF;
612 Squadron RAuxAF; RAF Benson; RAF Brize
Norton; RAF Coningsby; RAF Halton; RAF High
Wycombe; RAF Honington; RAF Leeming;
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Muster: The Royal Air Force cont | RAF Lossiemouth; RAF Marham; RAF Northolt;
RAF Waddington; RAF Spadeadam; RAF Odiham;
RAF Shawbury; RAFC Cranwell; RAF Wyton;

RAF Police; PMRAFNS; Uni of London Air Squadron

Muster: Merchant Navy | Officers and Cadets representing the Merchant Navy
Welfare Board

Muster: Royal British Legion Poppy Collectors; RBL Volunteers; The Poppy
Factory; Royal British Legion Industries

Muster: Civilian Services Police Service; Fire Service; Ambulance Service;
British Red Cross; St John Ambulance; St Andrew’s
First Aid; The British Evacuees Association;

The Coastguard Association; The Stoll Foundation
BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE

The Gulf War | The Gulf War remembered by Wing Commander
Mal Craghill, Flight Lieutenant Martin Wintermeyer

and Squadron Leader John Peters
PLEASE STAND

Book of Remembrance carried by | Wing Commander Mal Craghill, accompanied by
tri-service veterans of the Gulf War

Music Performance | James Emmanuel performs Healing

THE SERVICE

Hymn Great is thy faithfulness, O God, my Father;
Great Is Thy Faithfulness | There is no shadow of turning with thee.
Words by Thomas O Chisholm | Thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not;
Music by William M Runyan | As thou hast been, thou forever wilt be.

Refrain:

Great is thy faithfulness,

Great is thy faithfulness,

Morning by morning new mercies | see.
All' | have needed thy hand hast provided;
Great is thy faithfulness,

Lord unto me.

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,

Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
Blessings all mine and ten thousand beside.

Refrain
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PLEASE BE SEATED
The Bidding Prayer | Led by The Venerable Dr Giles Legood MBE KHC

Reflections on Service | The Venerable Ralph Barber KHC MA RN
Revd Grant Mark Jones, British Army
Revd John Baptiste RAFR

Music Performance Rita Wilson performs Songbird
PLEASE STAND
THE ACT OF REMEMBRANCE
Prayer | Led by The Venerable Dr Giles Legood MBE KHC

The Exhortation Recited by National President Vice Admiral (Rtd)
Paul Bennett CB OBE

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun, and in the morning
We will remember them.

All: We will remember them

Last Post | Silence is observed while the poppy petals fall
Reveille

The Dedication | Recited by National President Vice Admiral (Rtd)
Paul Bennett CB OBE

When you go home tell them of us and say:
For your tomorrow we gave our today.

Sunset
The Blessing Led by The Venerable Dr Giles Legood MBE KHC

The National Anthem God save our gracious King!
Long live our noble King!
God save the King!

Send him victorious,

Happy and glorious,

Long to reign over us,

God save the King.




