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FOREWORD

As National President of the Royal British Legion, it is my privilege
to welcome you today to thank and to honour those who served to
bring the Second World War to a close 80 years ago.

The war’s end in Europe in May 1945 was marked with relief and
celebration throughout the Allied nations. Yet at the same time,
brutal and often close-fought warfare raged across East Asia and the
Pacific on land, sea and in the air.

The liberation of Burma (Myanmar) saw some of the most intense
fighting of the war. The principal British fighting force was the
Fourteenth Army: one of the most remarkable, multinational armies
in history. Some 85% of its strength was made up of volunteers
from pre-partition India (Pakistan, India, Bangladesh) and Nepal.
They served alongside predominantly British and Burmese units

and almost 100,000 troops from African divisions, from countries
including Nigeria, Ghana and Uganda.

The hard-fought liberation of Burma was followed by intense fighting
led by US and Commonwealth forces which captured Pacific nation
territories and Japanese home islands at terrible cost, while China
fought on the continent’s mainland.

Following the USSR’s declaration of war against Japan, and the
devastating use of atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the
unconditional surrender of Japanese forces was announced on 15th
August. The day was declared V| Day and a national holiday in the UK.

Spontaneous outpourings of joy at the war’s end erupted across the
world, as families looked forward to being reunited, prisoners of war
were located and the process of care and repatriation began.
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Hundreds of thousands of service personnel and civilians had

been captured and imprisoned. Among this number were 22,000
Australians, 50,000 British, 60,000 from pre-partition India, and
thousands more from allied nations. It is not possible for most of

us to comprehend the suffering they endured: tens of thousands of
these PoWs would never come home as a result of brutal, inhumane
treatment and appalling conditions.

The Second World War took the lives of more than 20 million
military personnel of all nations, and the lives of tens of millions
more, fighting abroad or enduring privations at home, were
irrevocably changed.

Recognition of the service of our Armed Forces community, both in
the past and present day, is arguably needed more than ever. In this
80th anniversary year, it is a sobering fact that dozens of conflicts are
raging throughout the world. This number is greater than at any time
since 1945.

We honour those who served 80 years ago by retelling their stories
and celebrating their values of Co-operation, Courage, Hope and
Respect for others. These are values which enabled them to achieve
peace, and which can bring out the best in humanity. Perhaps, one
of the most powerful ways to honour

the Second World War generation is

by embodying these values ourselves.

To those veterans and their families here
today, we express our unending gratitude.
To those who are no longer with us, we
will remember them.

Vice Admiral (Rtd) Paul Bennett CB OBE
National President, Royal British Legion
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ORDER OF CEREMONY

Arrival of the Guard of Honour
Accompanied by The Band of HM Royal Marines Portsmouth

Drum Laying
Music During the Drum Laying
‘Nimrod’ by Sir Edward Elgar
Performed by The Bands of the Royal Marines Portsmouth
Conducted by Lt Col Stewart Halliday
Please stand, if you are able

National Anthem

Arrival of Their Majesties The King and Queen
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Please be seated
Act of Remembrance

Wreath Laying
His Majesty The King
Her Majesty The Queen
Rt Hon Sir Keir Starmer KCB KC MP
Admiral Sir Antony Radakin KCB ADC
Vice Admiral (Rtd) Paul Bennett CB OBE

Wreath Laying at the Far East Memorials
Alfred Conway accompanied by his great-grandchildren
Sarah Jayne and James

Those wishing to lay personal wreaths may do so after the
ceremony.

Please stand, if you are able

The Exhortation
Recited by Ronald Gumbley

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them.

(All) We will remember them.
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Last Post
Officers salute on the first note of the Last Post and recover from
salute on the last note. All other ranks stand to attention.

We Shall Observe the National Two Minute Silence
Reveille

Kohima Epitaph
Recited by Owen Filer

When you go home tell them of us and say,
For your tomorrow we gave our today.

Flypast
The Red Arrows
(subject to weather conditions)

Please be seated

Music
‘I'll Be Seeing You’
Composed by Sammy Fain and Irving Kahal
Performed by Ruby Turner
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The War in the Far East and Pacific
Introduced by Celia Imrie CBE

Film
Voices of the Far East
Featuring veterans John Shay, Richard Pelzer, Trevor Taylor

Music
‘The Captives’ Hymn’ by Margaret Dryburgh
Performed by the National Children’s Choir of Great Britain

Reading
Prisoners of War
The testimony of Mohammad Ghani
Read by Nitin Ganatra

Film
Civilian Internees
Featuring Olga Henderson and Barbara Sowerby

Reading
The Far East Prisoners of War Prayer
Composed by Cpl Arthur Ogden, Ist Bn. Leicestershire Regt.
Recited by Shelley Vaisey

Floral Tribute at the Sumatra Railway Memorial by
WO2 Khadak Bahadur Chhetri

Music
The Buglers of The Bands of HM Royal Marines Portsmouth
and Collingwood Sound Action Stations
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Reading
The Pacific Fleet
Featuring the testimony of John Harlow
Read by Anton Lesser

Film
The Fight Back — Burma
Featuring veterans Tom Jones, Bernard Francis Madden,
Joseph Hammond

Reading
Yavar Abbas reads from his diaries

Music
Jasdeep Singh Degun

Performance
Burma, 1945:
Sacrifice
By Sir Ben Okri OBE with music by Jasdeep Singh Degun

Floral Tribute at Burma Star Memorial by Silas Ackah Sarbah

Reading
The Chindits
The recollections of Sid Machin and Charlie Richards
Read by Robert Lindsay

Music
‘Flowers of the Forest’ (trad)
Performed by the pipers from the Royal Corps of Signals Pipes
and Drums
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Film
Reflections

Music
‘When They Sound the Last All Clear’
Composed by Hugh Charles and Louis Elton
Performed by Laura Main

Reading
Veteran George Durrant and his
great-granddaughter Elsbeth

Music
‘The Lark Ascending’ composed by Ralph Vaughan Williams
Performed by Jennifer Pike MBE

Flypast
The Battle of Britain Memorial Flight

(subject to weather conditions)

Departure of Their Majesties
Guests to remain seated

Music as Guests Depart
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UK-Japan Relations and the 2024 State Visit

The UK-Japan relationship is the strongest it has been in
decades, underpinned by the State Visit by Their Majesties
the Emperor and Empress of Japan in June 2024. Since the
end of the Second World War, both countries have been
united by shared democratic values, respect for human rights
and the rule of law, and a deepening defence and security
relationship. This enduring friendship has been reaffirmed
through regular government and royal engagements. As His
Majesty the Emperor of Japan said during the State Visit: the
UK and Japan are “friends like no other”.
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King Charles Il and Queen Camilla with Emperor Naruhito and
his wife Empress Masako of Japan ahead of the State Banquet
at Buckingham Palace, June 2024
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WITH THANKS

The Royal British Legion wishes to express our heartfelt
thanks to the many organisations and individuals who have
worked with us to remember V) Day 80 years on.

RBL V] 80 Executive Producer: Gary Ryan
RBL V] 80 Producer: Philippa Rawlinson
RBL V] 80 Musical Director: David Cole MVO OBE RM
RBL V| 80 Musical Director: Simon Haw MBE
Creative Director, BBC Events: Clare Popplewell

BBC Executive Producer: Sangeeta Bhaskar

BBC Series Producer: Rosheen Archer

Presenter: Celia Imrie CBE

Standard Bearers
Beth Slade, Union Standard
Ellie Parke, RBL National Standard
Rachel Perkins, RBL Women’s Section National Standard
Rebecca Bell, RBL National Youth Standard

under the direction of
Norman Espie, Royal British Legion National Parade Marshal
John Wallace, Royal British Legion Assistant Parade Marshal

Photo acknowledgements
Cover: British and Gurkha soldiers enter Fort Dufferin in
Mandalay, Burma, March 1945 © Alamy
Paul Bennett © Michael Clement/Royal British Legion
Royal photograph © Alamy/PA Images; photograph by
Kirsty Wigglesworth
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NATIONAL MEMORIAL ARBORETUM

In 2025 the National Memorial Arboretum is reflecting upon and
remembering the significant events that brought about the end of the
Second World War and marking the anniversaries of both VE and V] Day.
The Year Was 1945... a series of exhibitions, events, talks and tours that
opens a window in time to 1945, sharing the stories of those who lived
and served 80 years ago.

We hope that you will take the opportunity this afternoon to visit some
of the memorials within the Arboretum grounds with connections to the
conflict in the Far East and Pacific region during the Second World War.
Other activities available include:

Exhibitions

Open daily until 16 November:

Through Their Eyes: 80 Years On

Prisoners of War — A Chaplain’s Portraits

Letters From the Frontline — Words, War and Victory
VE Day Street Party at Cherry Tree Road

Tours and Trails

Available daily until 16 November:
Remembering V] Day: Poetic Reflections Trail
V) Day Guided Walks*

The Year Was 1945 Self-Led Trail

Talks

20 August: A Chaplain’s Portraits — The Story Behind the Artwork of
the PoWs*

Daily: Far East Prisoners of War Talk

Please contact the Welcome Desk or a member of the Arboretum
team for further information during your visit.
*Charges apply
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ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

What We Are Here For

The Royal British Legion (RBL) is at the heart of a national network
that supports our Armed Forces community through thick and thin

— ensuring their unique contribution is never forgotten. Since its
origins in 1921, the RBL has supported Remembrance in recognition
of the service and sacrifice of the Armed Forces community and their
unique contribution in safeguarding our freedoms and values. We
remember those who have served on active service to the Crown,
including Commonwealth Armed Forces, Foreign Services under
British command, past and present, and their families. The RBL is also
the champion of Remembrance and safeguards the Military Covenant
between the nation and its Armed Forces. It is well known for the
annual Poppy Appeal, and its emblem: the red poppy.

Our Community

As the country’s largest Armed Forces charity, we couldn’t be prouder
of our national network of 180,000 members and over 100,000
volunteers. Without their passion and dedication, the support we
offer Service men and women, veterans and their families would not
be possible. We also work with many partners and other charities to
direct support wherever and whenever it's needed, so we can help
everyone who approaches us.
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